
FA48 Colonel

Overview

What does the average 

Army FAO Colonel’s career 

look like? 



FA48 All AOCs O-5 Billets
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Category LTC Billets

ATTACHE 25%

SECURITY ASSISTANCE 22%

CCMD 10%

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 6%

ARSTAFF 5%

DIA HQ 4%

DTRA 4%

FACULTY 4%

ASCC 4%

JOINT COMMAND 3%

LNO 3%

OSD 3%

DSCA 2%

STATE DEPARTMENT 2%

DPAA 1%

NATO 1%

OFFICE OF NATL DRUG CONTROL 1%

TOTAL: 309



FA48 All AOCs O-6 Billets
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ATTACHE 46%

SECURITY ASSISTANCE 13%

FACULTY 8%

CCMD 6%

ASCC 6%

OSD 4%

STATE DEPARTMENT 4%

DSCA 3%

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 3%

ARSTAFF 2%

DIA HQ 2%

JOINT COMMAND 2%

DTRA 1%

NATO 1%

TOTAL: 159



FAO Colonel AOC/Basic Branches
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Take away: Basic Branch composition is changing over time following the VTIP accession process.



FAO Colonel Characteristics
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95%

5%

Gender

Male Female

83%

9%

2%

1%
5% Race

White Hispanic Black Am Ind / Alask Nat Asian/ Pacific

94%

6%

Status

Married Single/Divorced/Widowed

81%

19%

EFMP

No Yes

FAO Colonel Demographics

Take away: FAO Colonel Population represents the same percentages as the overall FAO Population
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Take away: 
• Over 75% of FAO Colonels, as MAJ and LTCs, have served at least once as an attaché or a SCO, or in 

a CCMD or ASCC. Most have served twice in one of the three areas (attaché, SCO, CCMD/ASCC). 
Only 4 of 100+ do not fit into these categories. A majority of FAO Colonels have served at DIA, 
NGIC, JS, OSD(P), DTRA, DSCA, NATO, or an Army Institutional billet, but few have served more 
than once in these organizations.

• Follow DA PAM 600-3 guidance
• Stove piping doesn’t work

What do FAO Colonels look like?

Analysis: 100+ FAO Colonel’s MAJ/LTC Assignments (Average billets served – 4) 



Backwards planning your timeline: 

Timeline Considerations



COL Pathway Considerations




