Preservation copy mgde to
replace unstable original.

Woolskin, Gene.

The spirit of the warrior; the story of
United States Military Advisory Group to the
Republic of Korea ctranscript of a tape recordirk
of a radio broadcast from the studios of Americs
Forces, Korean Network. 19537,

LIBRARY
ARMY WAR COLLEGF
SARLISLE BARRACKS,




HISTORY OF "K~MAG" IK FOREA

=3
LQMEQJ ﬂ) COLONEL A. O. CONNOR

Musie: The American Fbrces, Korean Network, presents, “The Spirit
of the Warrior"; the story of United States NMilitary Advisory Group
to the Republic of Xorea.

Music: Capitel Hill was just another shell-stripped section of
the Korean front; by no means, could it be considered a tactical key-
stone, but it was a crucial symbol: it was the first real test of the
reborn Arsy of the Repu$11c of Korea. There the Chinese blasted the
ROE Capitol Division, among the sturdiest in South Korea, off the hill-
top on the night of Sept 6th, 1952; but, tha Capitol Division obeyed
a two-word order, "Stay - Fight"!

Music: On Sept 7th, they clawed back to within twenty yards of
the erest, only to be chopped down. On Sept 8th, they started up-
hill five times; reached the top once, and was shoved off again., As
dusk fell on Sept %9th, the RCKS inched forward once again under a
murderous rain of Red shells: four hours and 1236 Red casnalties later,
they bayoneted their way to the erest once more: they dug in toc stay.

fusie: The Battle was just beginning: night after night, the Chi-
nese charged back, erying, "You'll never see sunrise, and you die ROKS,

you die"! They showered as many &s Tifteen shells & minute on a single
position; hut, the ROKS stayed and fought. At one peint, when the Chi-

nese charged, the RCES leaped from their holes and chased them at baye~
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net point. “The RUKS are on the Hill to stay", an American Officer
with the 8th Army confidently predicted: and stay they did. The
ROK Army had come a long way since the first days of the war.

Musie: It took three things to retake and hold Capitol Hill:
guts, planning, and coordination. The Korean soldiers always had the
guts; but, it took the self-gunfidence born of superior training and
diseipline to put them to effective use. This training and discipline »
together with the knowledge necessary for planning and training, came
from a picked group of Americans - the ~en and officers of the Korean
Military Advisory Group - E-MAG,

E=-MAC was established on July lst, 1949, with the mission of assist-
ing the Republic of Korea in organising and training the forces needed
for its security. In building the ROK Army, K-MAG faced a difficult
and eomplex task: under Japanese rule, all key positions in Korea,
both Military and Civilian, were occcupied by the Japanese. For forty
years virtually no opportunity had existed for the Korean people to
develop the qualities of leadership required to lead an Army of any
size. The small Army of 1950, organized and trained only for Inter-
nal Security Missions, was no match for the invading Communists,
Though K~MAG Advisors frequently rallied the shattered Units to un-
believable heights of heroism, the depletion of man power, equipment,

and particularly qualified leaders left the young force in no condi-

tion to carry on coordinated action against the skilled and ruthless

foe,
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K-MAG began its rebuilding job with training; and, the train-
ing has been from the ground up - "wery bad", "v, v, very", "hairy
bad", "very bad, very bad, very", "very bad", "good, good, try it
again®, "badi bad", "no, no, like this, 'very, v'", Two replace-
ment Training Centers processed recruits, giving to all ar eight
week basic, similar in every respect to the American soldiers,
(Korean language). But the training of the Korean soldier must
go beyond the assembly and disassembly of the M1 rifle, a neat about
face, a properly executed present arms: the man who has lived in an
isolated rural village must be taught group living, modern sanita-
tion; the man who has never seen a screw driver or a pair of pliers
must be taught to handle weapons, intricate beyond his imagination,

And before all, lies the barrier of language: field manuals were

translated, training aids redesigned, and terms with no Korean equiv~
alent were assigned Korean names - "headlight", (Korean language) -
nElectric light on the froni of a vehicle"., After eight weeks, the
trainees are screened for education, aptitude, and ability; and,
assigned to the Advance Infantry Course, or to one of the many
branches of schools scattered throughout South Korea: Signal, Ord-
nance, Quartermaster, Artillery, Military Police, Intelligence,
Engineer, Medical; all the specialties required by modern war are
taught in schools patterned almost exactly after their American
counter-parts.,

"FDC, this is Lieutenant Chung on OP#3, fire mission coordinates

24,6583, enemy tanks in open: request initial round William Peter",
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A1l artillery fire comeands are taught in English, so that any
observer may adjust fire for any battery: bulletins, curricula,
lesson plans from the States, are regally scammed, and any change
in American Army School is guickly reflected in its Xorean counter-
part. K<¥AG Advisors carefully check all phases of training and

instruction to make sure high standards are maintained. "Walt s

minute, Mg@t, have that msn solder that connection again, and
tell him to make sure the ends are hot first: that one will never
last”. (Kopean language). From the schools and training centers, the
new soldiers are transformed inte hard-hitting battalions, regiments,
and divisions at the Unit Training Center; their, E-MAG Advisors,
working with graduates of the Leadership and Officer Candidate
Schools, and battle proved non-coms frem the line, meld individual
skills into group skills; problems begin with the squad and build
up the Company exercises.

¥usie: The trained Senior Officers in the complex dutles of
Commanded Division, Corps, and Arsy levels, the Xorean Army with
the help of ¥=-NAG, established a Command and General Staff College:
the instruction parsllels that of the Assoclate Jourse at the United
States Command and General Staff College; but, the prids of the

Korean Army and its E~MAG Adviscrs is the new Korean Military Acad-

eny - Korea's West Point - at Chinhae, just west of Pusan, are gath-

ered the men who will serve as a irainod. professional Corps of

officers for Korea's future Army.
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vl am Kim Sung Jing, Cadet Cartain at Yosu, The Korean Military
Acadeny; 1 have set my standards by those of your Korean Military
Advisory Group Officers; they are from your West Point., I will be
from West Point too*, like all Yorean Army Schaol#, the Hilitary
Acadeny is modeled after it's American counterpart. The first class
of 200 Cadsts, selected from smweng 1400 applicants, is now in ite
third year, well along in the studies: Chemistry, HMathematics,
English, Russian, Bngineering, Ordnanee, Tactics, History, that will
lead to Bachelor of Scienve degrees in comuissions as Second Lieuten-
ante in the Korean Army.

Mugie: As West Point has a tredition of the Long Gray idnes,
too, must the Yorean Military Academy and the lorean Army have a

tradition; and, this has not been cverlocked in the training super-

vised by "Song Moo Die", The Spirit of the Warrior, is the ancient
spirit of the Korean soldier. Thanks to the ineite of its own lead-
ors and its K~MAG Advisors, the Yorean Army once again fights with
¥gong ¥oo Die”, the Spirit of the Warrior.

Husie: Finger Ridge, Whitehorse Mountain, Iren Mountain, Cape
itol Hill, Seiper Ridge, Fills the ROKS fought for, and held, battles
that required all the coordination, all the technigues, all the arms
of modern war; battles diroot.od by thirty year old Generals, who five
and ten years ago, were Captains, Lieutenants, Sergeants: working
with these Generals and their Regimental Commanders, are the K—ﬁm

Advisors.




(Korean language). "Colonel, we have observed enemy activity
here on 523: I have sent ocut the Contact Patrol and alerted the 2nd
Battalion of the 36th*, "Oood, good, and I recommend, Ceneral lee,
that you move some tanks up, say, right over here on the right; and,
keep them in position on the hill until we see what happens”. "Ale
right*, (Forean language). "Have you learned of the A5", General”?
"Yes, 1 have sent some trucks back and they will stand by until fur-
ther orders".

E«~MAG Advisory Personnel are selected to meet certain qualifica-
tions: the most important of which are: patience, and the capability
of dealing with the customs of oriental nations; above all, they had
to meet the Foreans as people whose native intelligence was equal to
their own. The Advisory ¥ethod used is the counterpart system: withe
in a ¥orean Division, each of the Major Commanders and General Staff
Officers has an American Officer te assist him. The counterpart meth-
od also applies to Army Headguarters, The General and Special Staff
Sections, the Chiefs of Technical Services, and the National Pelice.

The Korean Military Advisory Oroup is under the command of Nriga-
dier Ueneral Cordon B, Rogers - "During the past four years, ¥-NAG has
assisted in building the fourth largest Army in the world, beginning
with the nucleas of scattered, defeated divisions, without artillery,
armor, and other essential combat and Service Support Units, under the
pressure of war; and, from a people with little or no military back=
ground, we have produced a medern land army capable of standing with

the best in the world., We, of K-MAGS, should take pride in this
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magnificent achievement; but, our work is not done - we must oon=
tinue our efforts until the services of E-MAG are no longer needed -
until the ROK Army can stand alone, without technical or tactical
assistance. lLet ud dedicate ourselves to this end, and set an ex-
ample, by professional skill, devotion to duty, diseipline, and
goldierly conduet”,

The test of any training, any method, is the result. The ROK
Army has proved many times that K-MAG training and the K~MAG methed
are the right training and the right method, The patience, perse-
verance, and devotion to duty of the Officers and men of K-MAG is
paid off in results. As the ROK Army today man's more than 2/3 of
the 155 mile battleline and the anclent spirit of the free fighting

man, the Spirit of the Warrior, lives onve again in Korea.

Musie: "The Spirit of the Warrior" was Wrivien and produced by

Army Corporsl Gene Woolskin, in the studiré of the Amexican Forces,
gorean Network: your narrator was oy Cabell Cason: music was played
by The Republic of Korea Ary nan under the direction of Major Kim

Ha Jo: the recording was super~3¢d by Army Lieutenant Carl A. parilow.

This is Army PFC Gerald «omas speaking.




AIDW-S History of "K-MAG" in Korea
Chairman, FacGp IV Secretary 30 June 54

Attached is a transcript of a tape recording on the above subject which
Col A. O. Connor donated to the Library. This was transcribed in six (6)
copies and five (5) copies are fiow on file in the Library. This transcript
is merely submitted for your information.

JOHN W. YOW
Lt Col, Armor
Asst Secretary

Copy to Director
ARWC Library
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HISTORY OF "K-MAG"™ IN KOREA
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COLONEL A. O. CONNOR

Music: The American FQrces, Korean Network, presents,,"The Spirit
of the Warrior®; the story of United States Military Advisory Group
to the Republic of Korea.

Music: Capitol Hill was just another shell-stripped section of
the Korean front; by no means, could it be considered a tactical key-
stone, but it was a crucial symbol: it was the first real test of the
reborn Army of the Republic of Korea. There the Chinese blasted the
ROK Capitol Division, among the sturdiest in South Korea, off the hill-
top on the night of Sept 6th, 1952; but, the Capitol Division obeyed
a two-word order, "3tay = Fightn!

Music: On Sept 7th, they clawed back to within twenty yards of
the crest, only to be chopped down. On Sept 8th, they started up-
hill five times; reached the top once, and was shoved off again., As
dusk fell on Sept 9th, the ROKS inched forward once again under a
murderous rain of Red shells: four hours and 1236 Red casualties later,
they bayoneted their way to the crest once more: they dug in to stay.

Music: The Battle was just beginning: night after night, the Chi=-

nese charged back, crying, "You'll never see sunrise, and you die ROKS,

you die"! They showered as many as fifteen shells a minute on a single

position; but, the ROKS stayed and fought. At one point, when the Chi-

nese charged, the ROKS leaped from their holes and chased them at bayo-
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net point. "The RCKS are on the Hill to stay", an American Officer
with the 8th Army confidently predicted: and stay they did. The
ROK Army had come a long way since the first days of the war.

Music: It took three things to retake and hold Capitol Hill:
guts, planning, and coordination. The Korean soldiers always had the
guts; but, it took the self-confidence born of superior training and
discipline to put them to effective use. This training and discipline,
together with the knowledge necessary for planning and training, came
from a picked group of Americans - the men and officers of the Korean
Military Advisory Group - K-MAG,

~MAG was established on July 1lst, 1949, with the mission of assist-

ing the Republic of Korea in organizing and training the forces needed

for its security. In building the ROK Army, K-MAG faced a difficult

and complex task: under Japanese rule, all key positions in Korea,

both Military and Civilian, were occupied by the Japanese. For forty
years virtually no opportunity had existed for the Korean people to
develop the qualities of leadership required to lead an Army of any
size, The small Army of 1950, organized and trained only for Inter-
nal Security Missions, was no match for the invading Communists.
Though K=MAG Advisors frequently rallied the shattered Units to un=-
believable heights of heroism, the depletion of man power, equipment,
and particularly qualified leaders left the young force in no condi-
tion to carry on coordinated action against the skilled and ruthless

foe.
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K-=MAG began its rebuilding job with training; and, the train=-
ing has been from the ground up - "wery bad", "v, v, very®, "hairy
bad", "very bad, very bad, very", "very bad", "good, good, try it
again", "badi bad", "no, no, like this, 'very, v'"., Two replace-
ment Training Centers processed recruits, giving to all an eight
week basic, similar in every respect to the American soldiers.
(Korean language). But the-training of the Korean soldier must
go beyond the assembly and disassembly of the M1 rifle, a neat about
face, a properly executed present arms: the man who has lived in an
isolated rural village must be taught group living, modern sanita—
tion; the man who has never seen a screw driver or a pair of pliers
must be taught to handle weapons, intricate beyond his imagination.
And before all, lies the barrier of language: field manuals were
translated, training aids redesigned, and terms with no Korean equiv-
alent were assigned Korean names - "Headlight", (Korean language) -
"Electric light on the front of a vehicle"., After eight weeks, the
trainees are screened for education, aptitude, and ability; and,
assigned to the Advance Infantry Course, or to one of the many
branches of schools scattered throughout South Korea: Signal, Ord=-
nance, Quartermaster, Artillery, Military Police, Intelligence,
Engineer, Medical; all the specialties required by modern war are
taught in schools patterned almost exactly after their American
counter-parts,

WFDC, this is Lieutenant Chung on OP#3, fire mission coordinates

24,6583, enemy tanks in open: request initial round William Peterw.
:




All artillery fire commands are teaught in English, so that any
observer may adjust fire for any battery: bulletins, curricula,
lesson plans from the States, are regally scanned, and any change
in American Army School is quickly reflected in its Korean counter-
part. K~MAG Advisors carefully check all phases of training and
instruction to make sure high standards are maintained. "Wait a
minute, Sergeant, have that man solder that connection again, and
tell him to make sure the ends are hot first: that one will never
last", (Korean language). From the schools and training centers, the
new soldiers are transformed into hard-hitting battalions, regiments,
and divisions at the Unit Training Center; their, K-MAG Advisors,
working with graduates of the Leadership and Officer Candidate
Schools, and battle proved non-ccms from the line, meld individual
skills into group skills; problems begin with the squad and build
up the Company exercises.

Music: The trained Senior Officers in the complex duties of
Commanded Division, Corps, and Army levels, the Korean Army with

the help of K-MAG, established a Command and General Staff College:

the instruction parallels that of the Associate Course at the United

States Command and General Staff College; but, the pride of the
Korean Army and its K-MAG Advisors is the new Korean Military Acad-
eny ~ Korea's West Point - at Chinhae, just west of Pusan, are gath-.
ered the men who will serve as a trained, professional Corps of

Officers for Korea's future Army.
I




"I am Kim Sung Jing, Cadet Captain at Yosu, The Korean Military

Academy; I have set my standards by those of your Korean Military
Advisory Group Officers; they are from your West Point. I will be
from West Point too", Like all Korean Army Schools, the Military
Academy is modeled after it's American counterpart. The first class
of 200 Cadets, selected from among 1400 applicants, is now in its
third year, well along in the studies: Chemistry, Mathematics,
English, Russian, Engineering, Ordnance, Tactics, History, that will
lead to Bachelor of Science degrees in commissions as Second Lieuten=—
ants in the Korean Army,

Music: As West Point has a tradition of the Long Gray Lines,
too, must the Korean Military Academy and the Korean Army have a
tradition; and, this has not been overlooked in the training super-
vised by "Song Moo Die", The Spirit of the Warrior, is the ancient

spirit of the Korean soldier. Thanks to the incite of its own lead-

ers and its K-MAG Advisors, the Korean Army once again fights with
"gong Moo Die", the Spirit of the Warrior.

Music: Finger Ridge, Whitehorse Mountain, Iron Mountain, Cap-
itol Hill, Sniper Ridge, Hills the ROKS fought for, and held, battles
that required all the coordination, all the techniques, all the arms
of modern war; battles directed by thirty year old Generals, who five
and ten years ago, were Captains, Lieutenants, Sergeants: working
with these Generals and their Regimental Commanders, are the K-MAG

Advisors,




(Korean language). M"Colonel, we have observed enemy activity
here on 523: I have sent out the Contact Patrol and alerted the 2nd
Battalion of the 36th"., ®"Good, good, and I recommend, General Lee,
that you move some tanks up, say, right over here on the right; and,

keep them in position on the hill until we see what happens"., "Al=-

right®, (Korean language), "Have you learned of the ASP, General®?

"Yes, I have sent some trucks back and they will stand by until fur-
ther orders®,

K-MAG Advisory Personnel are selected to meet certain qualifica-
tions: the most important of which are: patience, and the capability
of dealing with the customs of oriental nations; above all, they had
to meet the Koreans as people whose native intelligence was equal to
their own. The Advisory Method used is the counterpart system: withe
in a Korean Division, each of the Major Commanders and General Staff
Officers has an American Officer to assist him, The counterpart meth-
od also applies to Army Headquarters, The General and Special Staff
Sections, the Chiefs of Technical Services, and the National Police.

The Korean Military Advisory Group is under the command of Briga=
dier General Gordon B. Rogers - "During the past four years, K-MAG has
assisted in building the fourth largest Army in the world, beginning
with the nucleas of scattered, defeated divisions, without artillery,
armor, and other essential combat and Service Support Units, under the
pressure of war; and, from a people with little or no military back=

ground, we have produced a modern land army capable of standing with

the best in the world., We, of K-MAGS, should take pride in this
6




magnificent achievement; but, our work is not done -~ we must con~
tinue our efforts until the services of K=MAG are no longer needed -
until the ROK Army can stand alone, without technical or tactical
assistance. Let ud dedicate ourselves to this end, and set an ex-
ample, by professional skill, devotion to duty, discipline, and
soldierly conduct®,

The test of any training, any method, is the result. The ROK
Army has proved many times that K-MAG training and the K-MAG method
are the right training and the right method. The patience, perse-
verance, and devotion to duty of the Officers and men of K-MAG is
paid off in results., As the ROK Army today man's more than 2/3 of
the 155 mile battleline and the ancient spirit of the free fighting
man, the 8pirit of the Warrior, lives once again in Korea.

Music: "The Spirit of the Warrior" was written and produced by

Army Corporal Gene Woolskin, in the studios of the American Forces,

Korean Network: your narrator was PFC Cabell Cason: music was played
by The Republic of Korea Army Band under the direction of Major Kim
Ha Jo: the recording was supervised by Army Lieutenant Carl A. Barklow.

This is Army PFC Gerald Thomas speakinge.




