





ROYAL MILITARY COLLEGE

KINGSTON, ONTARIO

1/ February, 1963

Brigadier R.G. Stilwell,

Commandant of Cadets,

Headquarters United States Military Academy,
West Point, New York.

Dear Dick:

Many thanks for your nice letter inviting
Margaret and me to be your houseguests for the West
Point weekend.

We will be delighted to accept your
invitation. We have enjoyed many happy weekends at
West Point. But there is something very special
about this one. We are so glad we are going to have
a chance to see you and Alice again. There is a
whole year of news to catch up with and so many things
to talk about. Your visit last year was much too short.

We are planning to arrive Friday afternoon
between four and five.

Margaret and I send our best wishes to you
and Alice.

Sincerely,
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25 February 1963

Brigadier General J. W. Stilwell
USA Support Group, Vietnam
Drawer 100, APO 143

San Francisco, California

Dear Joe:

You were certainly prescient in your Christmas Card geeeting!
I reckon there is going to be a fair amount of confusion in Saigon (and
I hope in Hanoi) from the first of May onward. It has seemed inevit-
able that we would one day be stationed together - and I can't think of
a better place.

Needless to say, I am excited about the forthcoming assignment,
And my enthusiasm has rubbed off on Alice and the three yourffest
children who will accompany us. I know Saigon somewhat and believe
I have a reasonable picture of the situation in Vietnam. It all adds up
to a wonderful, challenging tour. I would guess that you and I would
be working quite closely together - and I sure look forward to that.

The course at the FSI is a must! I tried to finesse it but to no avail.
Perhaps I can earn some brownie points with my instructors when I kkip
school to make the graduating address at the Special Warfare Center!

Had hopes of getting airborne qualified here before departure but the
D/A said no. However, I am informed that one can take an authorized
airborne course in Vietnam. Can I count on your assistance in this
matter? You fired me up on the sky diving bit and I want to get with it.

Alice joins me in the warmest wishes to Myra and you. We are
delighted at the prospects of being with you.

Most sincerely,

RICHARD G. STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets

P.S. Please tell that fine young aide of yours (Calvin) that I send a
warm hello.




21 February 1963

Colonel Gilbert E. Strickler
CSD Headquarters MACV
APO 143, San Francisco, Calif.

Dear Marie and Strick:

It was real good to hear from you. We reciprocate your feeling:
Alice and I are delighted that we will be again rubbing shoulders with
our old pals, the Stricklers. It will be a great wrench to leave West
Point which is part of my heart, but I am really enthused about the
prospects of my new job. I hate to miss a war and since no one can be
a troop commander in Vietnam, Operations is the plum.

I am awaiting word from MACV on the optimum timing as regards
the movement of Alice, Billy, Barb and Di. This is, of course, the basic
planning factor to be resolved. Beyond that, I already have a host of
detailed questions and will continue to generate them. Some will be
addressed to Frank Osmanski and Frank Miller, the latter being an old
friend and classmate. Others.I would like to shoot at you; and, with
your permisgsion will start forthwith.

One of the key ones is what to do about our lovabla:two year old
spring spaniel. Do you have Skoshi with you and how is she doing? If
you think that my guy would be reasonably comfortable in Saigon, we
would sure like to bring him. Is there any quarantine period and what
kind of shots are required?

Marie, I am sure Alice would appreciate your advice in two principal
areas: minimum essential scales and types of women's and little girls
wearing apparel to be brought from the States; and, secondly, the business
of towels, linens, and other essential housekeeping appurtenances. Remem-
ber, Marie, that, unlike the Stricklers we are poor folk!

Although I have sought advice from several people, I would like your
views on the need or desirability of bringing our 1961 Ford Galaxie sedan.
I appreciate that any driving will be entirely within the cities of Saigon
and Schlon and, therefore, a big car might not be required. Others have
told me that government-owned or leased cars are normally available for
officers of my level. And so I have considered disposing of the car and




Colonel Gilbert E. Strickler 21 February 1963
possibly buying a small foreign job when I get there.

Apart from the foregoing, 1 would appreciate any listinb by you of
critical items which are not normally obtainable locally and which there-
fore should be part and parcel of our outshipment. You might include
your experience in electrical appliances which need to be converted to
50 cycle for proper operating efficiency.

I will be going to the Interdepartmental CI Course at the FSI (Arlington
Towers) for five weeks beginning 11 March. I have already alerted the
Glue Factory on the question of briefings during times in my schedule which
are otherwise free; they all seem reasonably happy that I am going to be
the J3. I suspect that I may need to lay over at CINPAC for a couple of
days orientation and would therefore judge that I would see you during the
last week in April. My hope is that Alice and the children will be with me.
Mention of the children raises the question of Lycee - is it still operative
in Saigon? Billy's knowledge of French is adequate to enroll him in that
school if it is as good as I have been led to believe. Do you have any
views on the relative merits of that school and the U. S. Army's run of
it?

Things are sure hectic here and I, therefore, will abruptly end. 1
apologize for the extent of my questions and hope you won't find the
fielding thereof too onerous.

All the best from all of us.

Devotedly,

RICHARD G. STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets




21 February 1963

Major General Lyle E. Seeman
C.G., USA Training Center (Engr)
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo.

Dear General Seeman:

I have just come to the abrupt realization that I owe you an
important letter.

As you magy possibly know, I will stand detached from here as
of 9 March and two days later will initiate preparations for assign-
ment to Vietnam where I am scheduled to be General Harkins' J3.
This development has required cancellation of my entire Founders
Day program and the development of alternate arrangements there-
for. It follows that I will not be able to make the planned luncheon
on 14 March nor see anything of Fort Leonard Wood. 1 regret this
very much and hope that you are not inconvenienced too much. A
question of a substitute does not arise because the revised schedule
will leave Fort Leonard Wood uncovered on the night of the 14th.

It goes without saying that I am delighted with the challenge of
my new job: the problems are immense but so is the support from
the DoD and above. 1 will be succeeded here by Mike Davison
(USMA '39), a soldier of the highest caliber and a wonderful choice
for the assignment.

With warmest regards to you and yours,

Sincerely,

RICHARD G. STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets




4 February 1963

Brigadier General Alexander D. Surles
AC/S, Programs & Operations

Allied Forces, Southern Europe

USN 510, FPO, New York, N. Y,

Dear Day:

Belatedly, but nonetheless sincerely, I extend heartiest con-
gratulations on your nomination for promotion to major general.
This is a richly deserved recognition of your splendid accomplish-
ments and, more importantly, of your future promise. You must
be justifiably proud of the great confidence the Army has explicitly
reposed in you.

If this means early reassignment - and it may well - I gure

hope that you get Divisional Command. But whatever the new
responsibilities and environment, I'm confident you will find high
professional challenge and personal satisfaction. And, it goes
without saying, you will turn in a superb performance.

Alice joins me in warmest wishes for a maximum of success.
All the best, Day!

Sincerely,

RICHARD G. STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets




2 February 1963

Dear Charlie:
I liked your letter to the Editors!

Personally, I think that Boroff destroyed himself, even as
a self-styled expert, by the conclusions/recommendations with
which he finished his third article. No thinking American is
going to swallow the thesis that the way to improve the Academies
is to eliminate the military, physical and moral components of
the curriculum. Or the concept that specially trained 'long hours
will, in the future, give guidance to the 'stupidly’' brave!

"

It was inevitable that, being the guy you are, you would take
up the cudgel publicly. We admire you for it.

My best to Mrs. Stevenaon, and may all things good continue
to be your share.

Devotedly,

RICHARD G, STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets
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21 January 1863

Colonel W. R. Sawyer

Vice Commandant and Director of Studies
Royal Military College

Kingston, Ontario

Dear Reggie:

As we move deeply into the Winter Sports Season, our thoughts
turn to that special weekend in March when we will have the privi-
lege of hosting the representatives of the Royal Military College.

General Westmoreland has already extended a general invita-
tion to Brigadier Spencer, the officer complement, and the cadets.
But, I want to particularize on one point. Alice and I want very
much to have the Sawyers as our houseguests in order that we may
reciprocate, in some small degree, for the magnificent hospitality
and warmth accorded us last year. We, therefore, hope very much
that Margaret and you will be members of the party, and that you
will agree to be our houseguests,

We look forward to seeing you on that occasion and to renewing
and deepening our fine friendship of one year's standing.




Colonel W. R. Sawyer 21 January 1963
Alice joins me in kindest regards to the wonderful Sawyers.

Sincerely,

RICHARD G. STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets
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P.S. 1Inclosed is biographical ske

after the Civil War, he was commissio
manded first the 31lst Infantry and the
the 13th Inf., in the West and at New
St. Ann's Episcopal Church here in Say
both members.




~

»

0l1e :
; f AL,

'De Trobri

it l.i‘

<>

P e,
<> J ;

ASKED to name a French nobleman who served as a general in the United
States Army, most students of American military history will quickly recall the
illustrious Marquis de Lafayette who was commissioned major general in the  { v

Continental Army at 20.

Another French nobleman came
to New York in 1841. A true
French baron who later succeeded
to the title of Count, Regis de
Trobriand left his titles behind.
He married Mary Mason Jones,
daughter of the president of the
Chemical Bank, and became music
and drama editor of “Le Courrier
des Etats Unis,” the French lan-
guage newspaper still published in
New York.

Before his death at Bayport,
Long Island at 81, De Trobriand
had become the only Frenchman
except Lafayette to attain the rank
of major general in the Army of
the United States. He deserves to
be better known for his valor in
the Civil War, his leadership, tact
and firmness in dealing with post-
war problems as a colonel in the
Regular Army and his literary at-
tainments.

THOUGH the son of a general
in Napoleon’s Army, De Trobri-
and had no military background
of his own. A few days after First
Bull Run he was called from his
newspaper desk by officers of the
55th New York State Militia who
elected him their colonel. The
unit was known as the “Gardes
Lafayette” because it was com-
posed principally of men of
French descent in New York City.
The regiment’s chief function, like
many other militia units of that
day, had been to attend banquets,
parades and the like, in full re-
galia. The 55th had adopted a uni-
form copied from the French
Army consisting of a red-topped
kepi or cap, blue coat and red
trousers.

Under De Trobiand's command,
the 55th (re-named the 55th N.Y.
Volunteers) quickly lost its nick-
name of “Garde La Fourchette”
or “the fork wielders” and was
transformed into a real fighting
unit. Its first battles were in the
Peninsular Campaign. The regi-
ment participated in the siege of
Yorktown and the battle of
Williamsburg where it and its
Colonel received their baptism by
fire. While the 55th fought at
Fair Oaks and Malvern Hill,
Colonel De Trobriand was absent,
seriously ill with what he called
“swamp fever,” probably a form
of malaria.

ON Sept. 16, 1862, the 55th was
assigned to the Ist Division of the

Mr. Hutton is public informa-
tion officer, headquarters, New
York State Guard.
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3rd Corps, the late Maj. Gen
Philip Kearny’s old division. The
final battle of the 55th under
Colonel De Trobriand was Freder-
icksburg on Dec. 13, 1862. After
it, the regiment was reduced to
about 200 men from its original
strength of 800.

In January, 1863, the remants
of the 55th were consolidated with
the 38th New York under De
Trobriand. The 38th was engaged
for 24 hours of incessant fighting
at Chancellorsville on May 2-3,
1863. The 38th participated in a
night counter-attack which helped
slow down Stonewall Jackson’s
famous flank attack. De Trobri-
and was congratulated by Maj.
Gen. Daniel E. Sickles, comman-
der of 3rd Corps, who promised
him promotion.

He did not receive Senate con-
firmation of his promotion to brig-
adier general of volunteers until

1
)

Maj. Gen. Regis de Trobriand
in his uniform as colonel of the
55th New York Volunteers, for-
merly the 55th New York State
Militia, i

Gen. Charles G. Stevenson, ad .>

(Photo _ conrtesy
tant general, New York State

Gaery

eight months after Chancellors-
ville. Tired of waiting, at his own
request he was mustered out as a
colonel in November, 1863 and
went home to New York to await
Senate confirmation—which finally
came in January, 1864.

AFTER Chancellorsville, De
Trobriand served as a brigade
commander in the rank of colo-
nel. On the second day of Gettys-
burg, July 2, 1863, his brigade
(3rd Brigade, 1st Division, 3rd
Corps) was at the apex of a sa-
lient established by his division
(Birney’s) pursuant to the orders
of General Sickles. Colonel De
Trobriand with two of his regi-
ments (the 5th Michigan and
110th Pennsylvania) and no re-
serves held a wooded hill for
three hours against heavy Con-
federate attacks.

His other three regiments (in-
cluding the 40th New York which
contained the survivors of the 55th
and 38th Regiments) were sent to
assist the brigades on the right
and left. Relieved by Zook’s bri-
gade of the 2nd Corps, Colonel
De Trobriand joined one of his
regiments, the 17th Maine which
was fighting in the wheatfield on
the left of the hill. In his words,
“We charged through the wheat-
field driving the Rebels back to the
other side of the stone wall.”

That was his brigade’s last effort
of the day. It lost over one-third
of its strength.

In November, 1863, Colonel
De Trobriand commanded the
leading brigade in a successful pas-
sage of the Rappahannock River
in the face of the enemy at
Kelly’s Ford. He received thanks
and commendation from General
Meade, commander of the Army
of the Potomac, for the gallantry
displayed in the crossing, seizure
of enemy’s trenches and the cap-
ture of over 400 prisoners.

GENERAL DE TROBRIAND’S
first assignment after his promo-
tion in January, 1864 was to com-
mand of the garrison and the
defences of New York City under
Maj. Gen. John A. Dix. After six
months, he requested transfer to
the Army of the Potomac and
was given command of the Ist
Brigade, 3rd Division, 2nd Corps.
He fought at Petersburg, Deep
Bottom, Hatcher’s Run, the Jeru-
salem Plank Road and the Boyd-
ton Road. ‘His brigade led the
attack which forced the passage of
Hatcher’s Run. Later, he fought
again at the Boydton Road and

then at Jettersville. Here he took
command of his division when
General Mott, the division com-
mander, was seriously wounded.
He led the division in the battles
of the three closing days of the
war which ended in Lee’s sur-
render at Appomattox.

Mustered out in January, 1866
as a brigadier general and brevet
major general, U.S. Volunteers,
De Trobriand retained the U.S.
citizenship he had taken on entry
into the Army—though he sailed
for France with his family, where
he started work on his book about
the war, Four Years with the
Army of the Potomac.

In October, he was notified of
his appointment as colone! in the
Regular Army. After completing
his book, he returned to the United
States to command the 31st U. S.
Infantry then stationed at Fort
Stevenson in what is now North
Dakota. He was one of only 25
colonels selected by Lt. Gen. U. €
Grant to be kept in the Regular
Army after the war. Later he was
appointed brevet brigadier gen-
eral, U.S. Army, in recognition
of his Civil War service.

TRANSFERRED in 1868 to
command the 13th U.S. Infantry
in Montana, he organized a suc-
cessful campaign against the Pie-
gan Indians and thereafter served
in Wyoming and Utah. In Utah he
settled a grievance of the Mor-
mons so satisfactorily that they
gave him a painting of Brigham
Young.

This is now in the home of his
great-grandson, Cmdr. Charles K.
Post, U.S. Naval Reserve, Re-
tired, in Blue Point, Long Island.
Other family relics and heirlooms
of General De Trobriand, includ-
ing his commission as brigadier
general, U.S. Volunteers, signed
“Abraham Lincoln,” have been
donated by Commander Post to
the State Military Museum main-
tained by the New York Division
of Military and Naval Affairs in
the State Capitol in Albany.

WHEN a crisis arose in France
in 1870, General De Trobriand
was offered a general’s commis-
sion and a high command in the
French Army but preferred to
remain an American, and to serve
at a remote western frontier post,
as a colonel in the U. S. Army.

Transferred with the 13th In-
fantry to New Orleans where he
handled Reconstruction troubles,
General De Trobriand decided to
make that city his home after
retirement from the Army in 1879.
There he wrote Military Life in
the Dakotas which is a valuable
reference book on the “winning
of the West.”

He spent his summers alter-
nately in France and Bayport,
Long Island, where his daughter,
Mrs. Charles A. Post, lived. He
died on July 15, 1897 and is
buried in St. Ann’s Cemetery, Say-
ville, Long Island.




4 January 1963

Br. Walter Sommer
Lord Mayor
Kaiserslautern, Germany

Dear Dr. Sommer:

It was a great pleasure and honor to receive your warm
letter and the Christinas greetings it contained. We are over-
whelmed by your gift of the 16th Century Secret Seal and shall
always cherish it, both as a remembeance of our wonderful
association with the Sommers and as a lucky talisman.

Colonel Plahte was kind enough to send me a picture and
account of the presentation of my well-worn cap. I might add

that I feel a considerable amount of pride in having a very small
part in the implementation of your concept of memorializing
allied cooperation and solidarity. During these past several
years and in many ways you have played a tremendous role in
bringing about mutual understanding and harmony, and thus
strengthening western culture and ideology. My heartiest
congratulations to you.

This Christmas, probably our last at West Point, has been
a wonderful one for the Stilwells. Among other things, all of
us went to Vermont for a few days of skiing, the cold weather
notwithstanding. It is our fervant hope that Mrs. Sommer and
you had an equally pleasant and joyous holiday.




Dr. Walter Sommer 4 January 1963

We know that one day we will return to Europe and to Germany.
When we do, one of our very first projects will be to meet with
Mrs. Sommer and you either in Kaiserslautern or elsewhere to
the end that we may deepen and extend the bond that has grown up
between us. Until that moment, Mrs. Stilwell joins me in the
warmest wishes to you both that the year 1963 brings to all the
Sommers much success and happiness.

Cordially,

RICHARD G. STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets




Der Oberburgermeister der Stadt Kaiserslautern

18 December 1962

Brigadier General Richard G. Stilwell
Headquarters United States Military Academy
Office of the Commandant of Cadets

West Point, New York

Dear General:

I take the liberty of extending to you and Mrs. Stilwell our
kindest greetings and the very best wishes from Kaiserslautern
for a merry Christmas and a happy New Year.

Mrs. Sommer and myself always like to remember the pleasant
hours we spent with you together. Kaiserslautern is more and more
growing into a big city. We would be very pleased if we could
welcome you again here some day.

As a small gift I am forwarding to you the Secret-Seal of the
Community of Kaiserslautern from the 16th Century. May it
bring you some pleasure.

With personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Dr. Walter Sommer
Lord Mayor




18 December 1962

Mr. Francis L. Swanson
618 Walnut Street
Lockport, New York

Dear Mr. Swanson:

As a Western New Yorker myself, I was more than usually proud
of your son's stellar performance in the track meet with the Harvard
Freshmen. He won the mile with a time which was just two seconds
off the plebe record; he was close to the record in winning the thousand;
and then because the team needed him, he returned to anchor the 2-mile
relay which won the meet 58-51, Considering that this was the first
competition of the year, his feats rate as remarkable.

Francis has done equally well outside the athletic area. His high
standing in the first aptitude ratings have earned him an appointment
as Begimental Adjutant over Plebe Christmas. Cadet Mayer and I are
convinced that he will forge an outstanding record within the Corps of
Cadets, while preparing for his career as an officer in the United States
Army. You have considerable reason to draw satisfaction from his

accomplishments to date.

The odds are that Mrs. Swanson and you will be here for a portion
of the Christmas vacation. It will be our pleasure to meet you then.

Meanwhile, let me take this opportunity to extend warm wishes for
a most Joyous Christmas Season.

Sincerely,

RICHARD G. STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets




STATE OF NEW YORK
ExeEcuTIiVE DEPARTMENT
DiviSION OF MILITARY AND NAVAL AFFAIRS
112 STATE ST.,ALBANY 7, N. Y.
NELSON A.ROCKEFELLER MAJOR GENERAL A.C.O'HARA
GOVERNOR CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE GOVERNOR

AND
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COMMANDING GENERAL, N.Y. ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

21 November 1962

Brig Gen Richard G Stilwell
Commandant of Cadets
West Pointy; N. Y.

Dear Dick:

T found your letter of 14 November 1962 awaiting me Friday night when
I arrived home from Albany., Your letter crossed in the mails with a letter
that I wrote to you on Thursday.

Mair and I want to thank you deeply for your warm and friemdly good

wishes and sentiments toward us, I am greatly honored to be the recipient

of such high praise as you wrote about me, I really don't deserve it be-
cause I only was doing "what comes naturally," so it could not be considered
above and beyond the call of duty, deserving of the high encomiums that you
have given me, Nevertheless, I appreciate what you have said more than words
can say, Your praise is especially meaningful to me because it comes from
you, whom I admire as an officer and a friend and because it comes from you

as a top representative of our Alma Mater,

Mair joins me in thanking you again and in sending her kindest personal
regards to your wife and yourself,

Sineerely,

/ -
CHARLES G, STEVENSON
Major General, Ret,




3 December 1962

Rear Admiral E. D. Stanley, Jr.
Office of the Comptroller

Stop - 68

Department of the Navy
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Emery:

A carbon copy of a letter to you from Jim Daly indicates
that you have received - or are about to receive - the $10, 00
which you and 1 wagered on last Saturday's game. My con-
gratulations to the vietor!

Frankly, we were decisively beaten. Our team did its
collective best; just wasn't good enough.

I hope you are enjoying your new assignment, although I
should imagine you were happier in a command billet. Too
bad we could not get together whilst you were still in this
general area.

All the best to you and yours,
Sincerely,

RICHARD G, STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets




December 1, 1962

Dear Admiral:

Enclosed herewith is my personal check for $30.00.
This check covers the result of the Army- Navy game,
and you are a winner.

As you will recall, this covers the monies that I

have held for your wager with General Stilwell at
$10.00 apiece, i. e., your $10.00 and General
Stilwell's $10.00, and the $5.00 wager between you and
Colonel Mert Singer.

Copies of this letter are being furnished to General
Stilwell and Colonel Singer.

Sincerely,

Jim Daly

RADM. E. D. Stanley, Jr,, SC, USN
Office of the Comptroller

Stop - 68

Department of the Navy
Washington 25, D. C.

ee: /grig. Gen, R. G. Stilwell
Colonel M. Singer
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

14 November 1962

Brigadier General Richard G, Stilwell
Commandant of Cadets

United States Military Academy

West Point, New York

Dear Dick:

Just a brief note to express my sincere gratitude for
the many courtesies you and Alice extended to Mary and me
over the weekend, This was the first time we have been back
to West Point for a foothall game-since Craduafinn and ey-
cept for the outcome of the géme the weekend could not
possibly have been more pleasant, We are overcome with
admiration at the finesse and skill with which you people
have West Point do things.

Again my heartfelt thanks,

Sincerely,

'ORGE B, 2 OAN

Colonel, GS
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STATE OF NEW YORK
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT
DivisION OF MILITARY AND NAVAL AFFAIRS
112 STATE ST.,ALBANY 7, N. Y.

NELSON A.ROCKEFELLER ‘.. MAJOR GENERAL A.C.O'HARA

GOVERNOR CHIEF OF STAFF TO THE GOVERNOR
AND
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COMMANDING GENERAL, N.Y. ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

15 November 1962

Brigadier General Richard G. Stilwell
Commandant of Cadets

U. S. Military Academy

West Point, New York

Dear Dick:

You will see from the copy of the inclosed letter to Mr. Price, the
leader of the 199th Army Band, which you saw perform at Camp Smith last
summer, that he played me out of active military service in proper style,
the words of "Army Blue" in my case being: "I bid farewell to Army Blue
and don Civilian Gray."

Herewith is copy of the September-October issue of "New York State
and the Civil War" containing my article on "New York at Antietam" at the
end of the issue.

Before leaving Albany, I want to say how much I enjoyed working with
you on various mutual projects involving the National Guard and West Point.
It was a privilege and a pleasure. I hope to see you and Mrs, Stilwell
before you depart for other pastures.

My address after Friday will be: 108 Elm Street, Sayville, L. I.,
New York,

Best personal regards to your wife and yourself.

Simcerely,

CHXRLES G. STEVENSON
Ma jor General, Ret.




14 November 1962

Major General Charles G. Stevenson
108 Elm Street
Sayville, Long Island, N. Y.

Dear Friends:

As we indicated earlier, Alice and I were deeply
distressed at our inability to be present at the 14th
Regiment Armory for the review and other honors
tendered the Stevensons last Saturday night. I know
it must have been a colorful and moving ceremony. I
know, equally, that the several events could not

possibly have been adequate to the debt owed you.

The United States Military Academy, no less than
the State of New York and the Army National Guard,
are the losers by your retirement from public life. In
all your prodigious work you have been so gelfless
that your output, your initiative, your invaluable help
in all quarters have been taken for granted. But now
that Charley Stevenson is no longer about and on call,
what an abyss will develop! Modest as you are, you
must realize down deep inside that you will be missed
terribly. And the same goes for Mrs. Stevenson -
your lovely, understanding and competent lady.
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Major General Charles G. Stevenson 14 Nov 62

For our part, we thank you for all that you have done for
the Academy, the Corps and for the members of the garrison.
You certainly represent the finest tradition of the loyal and
devoted alumnus; this Alma Mater has had no son more
dedicated nor more alert to ways and means of enhancing the
Academy's reputation and prestige.

We hope that we shall have the pleasure of seeing you
both from time to time. Most of all, we pray that only
things good will be your collective lot in the years ahead.
May your cups runneth over with the success and happiness
you both so richly merit.

Sincerely,

RICHARD G. STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets
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26 April 1962

Colonel Charles E. Sullivan, Jr.

“Senior Air Force Representative

U.S. Army Command & General Staif College
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

Dear Sully:

I have refrained from answering your note of 26 March until I had had
an opportunity to survey the landscape.

For reasons that you yourself predicted, Chuck will not enter via the
Presidential competition. He is qualified in all respects but he ranks too
far down in the total list of people who took that particular route; there are
only 28 vacancies this year in the Presidential category and Chuck was
well below 100.. Perhaps he did better in the competition for appointment
to the U. S, Air Force Academy. What follows is based on the assumption
that he will be a candidate for admission to the United States Militayy
Academy in the Class of 1967.

Quite apart from whatever success you may have in securing a Con~
gressional nomination/appointment for Chuck he can double his odds for
admission via the competitive route by competing for the vacancies available
to the Reserve components. Every year there are as many vacancies for
the Reserve components as there are in the Presidential category; and the
competition therefor is less stiff. To establish his eligibility for com-
petition for Resérve vacancies, Chuck must enlist in the Reserves - or join
the National Guard - prior to 1 July of the current year (the ceiterion is
that the individual concerned must have completed one year of service in
those categories prior to the date of entrance into the Military Academy).
Enlistment in either does not prejudice his opportunity to continue to
compete in the Presidential category.

Conversgely, enlistment in the Reserves need not prejudice his enroll-
ment in a college, a course of action which you will undoubtedly suggest to
him. It is quite possible to have Chuck enlist under that particular section
of the Reserve legislation which authorizes him to defer his commitment
until he has completed his undergraduate schooling. I suggest that you
contact the AG of the College for specific information in the premises,
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Colonel Charles E, Sullivan, Jr. 26 April 1062

All of this adds up to the following recommendations:

a. That Chuck go on to college - one with a solid mathematics course
(because this is what he needs most),

b. That he enlist in the Reserves prior to 30 June and thereby establish
his eligibility for continued competition in both the Reserve and Presgidential

categories,and

¢. That, meanwhile, you leave no stone unturned to find some Kangas
Congressman who will give him either a principal or first alternate, In
this connection, you might start with the gentleman who owns the Sixth
Kansas District.

I hope the foregoing will be of some assistance to Chuck and to you. If
your son can make the grade, we will be delighted to have him as a cadet -
confident that he will turn out to be as excellent a soldier as is his father.

All the best to you and yours,

RICHARD G, STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets




Air Force Section

U. S. Army Command and
General Staff College

Fort Leavenworth, Kansas

26 March 1962

Brigadier General Richard G, Stilwell
Commandant of Cadets

United States Military Academy

West Point, N. Y.

Dear Dick:

Many thanks for your kind letter of 23 February, which I have not answered
pending receipt of grades on college entrance board examinations which
Chuck has taken in January and again in March.

I am pleased to report to you that Chuck has taken the medical and physical
examinations and I feel sure has qualified in that he has even passed the
flight physical for the Air Force Academy. I am not so pleased with the
results of the college entrance board exams. His verbal aptitude is 601,
with math aptitude 472, on the January '62 test, He has taken the tests
again in March and I do not have the results of these exams to date, al-
though he requested that West Point be furnished a copy of these grades,

I feel extremely bad, and personally responsible, for the poor showing this
lad has made on the math aptitude score, due to the fact that I placed him
in a Catholic high school here in Leavenworth when we came here because he
had no mother and I felt the smaller school with the nuns would be bene-
ficial to him, and in turn because the nuns are normally excellent teachers.
During our tour here he has taken math courses from lay teachers who have
been hired by the school each year. I want to stress "each year" because
actually the school has gone through the system of hiring and firing new
math teachers each of the four years we have been here, This of course is
reflected in the grades he is now getting upon completion of the tests.

In physics and chemistry, related math subjects, where he has had the
Sister and Principal of the school teaching him, he is an "A" student, and
for this reason has indicated that if he is not successful in going to one
of the Academies he intends to pursue a civilian course in either chemistry
or physics. Before we left Washington he competed as an eighth grade
student for Gonzaga College Preparatory High School in D,C, and placed 9lst
out of 997 students,

I am sure, with the grades noted above, he will not be successful in the
Presidential Appointment, I sincerely hope that there may be some other
avenue of entrance for him, as I am sure that if he is allowed to enter the
Academy he will certainly stick, I have interviewed eighteen boys during
the past year who are interested in any one of the Service Academies, and,




trying to evaluate them honestly, I would place Chuck third among the
eighteen, We have one youngster who is a sergeant's lad and another lad
who is the son of a retired officer, who are honestly more highly motivated
than Chuck. Every youngster is influenced differently by environment,
background, etc. These two lads I am sure will end up serving in the
Armed Forces regardless of the way they enter the Service, Chuck is highly
motivated, However, he feels strongly that he would like to have one of
the military academies as a background rather than accepting a commission
through the ROTC route. Of course this means that he is interested in the
Prep School if he cannot get the appointment any other way this year.

I am leaving here this Thursday for an approximately three-weeks trip to
Europe, hence will not be back until Easter weekend, I had intended not
answering your letter until I received the second set of Chuck's grades.
However, in view of the three-week period I will be gone, I felt I should
give you this report prior to departing Fort Leavenworth, Harry Lemley
just left the College last week for a prolonged trip to Vietnam, and
General Johnson has asked me to go to Europe to observe an exercise with
one of the Army colonels here on the staff, Not having been in Europe for
several years, I view the trip with mixed emotions, particularly at this
time of year, However, I am sure once I am started I will find it very
interesting and worthwhile,

I am not sure how much personal assistance you can give Chuck in this area.
However, if there is anything at all you can do to help this lad enter the
Academy this summer I would certainly appreciate it; I am sure he will make
us a fine officer.

Betty joins me in sending our warmest personal regards to you and Alice,

Sincerely,

mn—

CHARLES E, SULL 5 e
Colonel, USAF
Senior Air Force Representative
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TELEPHONE: EVERGREEN 6-4504
CABLE ADDRESS: SOCIAL PHILADELPHIA

September 19, 1962
Brigadier General fichard G. Stilwell
United States Military Academy
West Point, New York

Dear General Stilwell:

We are pleased to enroll you as a member of The
American Academy of Political and Social Science as of
May 1, 1962, and we trust that you will enjoy many fruit-
ful years of association with our organization.

One of the privileges of membership is to receive
THE ANNALS, which appears six times a year. In addition,
we are sending you with the compliments of the Academy, a
copy of an earlier volume entitled, "Agricultural Policy,
Politics and the Public Interest."

We hope that it will be possible for you to attend
the meetings held by the Academy, notices of which will
be published from time to time.

Very sincerely yours,

e

S Elan Lt

JamesﬂC. Charlesworth
qufldent




19 September 1962

Brigadier General Charles G. Stevenson

The Adjutant General and Vice Chief of Staff to the Governor
Division of Military and Naval Affairs

112 State Street

Albany 7, N. Y.

Dear Charlie:

I owe you many letters. In writing this one, I'am embarrassed by
the fact that it constitutes a single reply to many.

You have been extremely kind and thoughtful in complimenting my
cadets, in providing information, in making arrangements and in
sending me a wealth of valuable background material on the New York
National Guard and on its illustrious forebears. How anyone as busy
as you can find the time and energy to do all these things continually
amazes me. Would that I had your drive and momentum! I am quite
serious about this, Charlie, you are a very remarkable person and a
tremendous asset t0 the State of New York.

We are well launched into the academic year and things are moving
smoothly. The Class of 1963 is wearing its mantle of leadership with
aplomb!  And exhibiting real sense of purpose, high standards and com-
mendable imagination. It promises to be an extremely good year. Corps
spirit is rising perceptively as Saturday, the 22d, approaches. If you
come up - and I hope you do - you will see and hear an unusually
cohesive cheering section.

I have a copy of the Marcus biography and have delved into it
sufficiently to find it highly interesting. I am aware of the fact that you
had quite a hand in its development.

This letter may seem to be without theme. Its real purpose was to
express my sincere appreciation for your deep and abiding interest in
the Academy, and for all. you have done for the Corps and for me in




Brigatlier General Charles G. Stevenson 19 September 1962

the several years of our acquaintance. Some day, someone will give you
the Distinguished Medal and other &colades you so richly deserve.

Mrs. Stilwell joins me in the warmest . wishes to the Stevensons. May
only things good be your collective share.

Sincerely,

RICHARD G. STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets




MACC 11 September 1962

Brigadier General Robert F. Seedlock

U.S. Army Engineer Division, Missouri River
Corps of Engineers

P.O. Box 1216

Omaha 1, Nebraska

Dear Bob:

I received your letter of 31 August in which you requested help
in getting Walter lined up as a counselor at the West Point Boys
Camp.

I asked the USMA Special Services Officer, Lt. Colonel H. G.
Jones, what arrangements might be made, and he indicated that he
would forward a Camp Staff application blank to you with instruc-

tions for completion. Colonel Jones will file Walter's application
upon receipt and screen it with others during the spring.

Colonel Jones advised me that when Mr. Miller, the Camp
Director, makes his final selection, Walter will be notified of the
results. Judging from Walter's past experiences in camping, 1
would suspect that he will be in good standing when the selection
for counselors is made.

I do not anticipate being in Omaha any time soon, but if I am,
I'll certainly get in touch.

Best regards,

RICHARD G. STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets
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MASS Summer Camp

Brig. Gen. RG Stilwell SSO 6 Sept 1962
Commandant of Cadets

1 forwarded a Camp Staff Application Blank to General Seedlock with
instructions for completion by his son. We will file his application upon
receipt and screen it with the others during the spring season, When Mr, Miller,
the Camp Director, makes his final selection, General Seedlock's son will be
notified whether or not he has been chosen as a member of the Camp Staff,

H.G. JONES
Lt. Colonel,: AGC
Special Services Officer
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U. S. ARMYQ@@)GINEER DIVISION, MISSOURI RIVE@D
CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P. 0. - BROX 2218
OMAHA 1, NEBRASKA

31 August 1962

Brigadier General Richard G. Stilwell
Commandant of Cadets

U. S. Military Academy

West Point, New York

Dear Dick:

We have been out here since April when I took over
from Bill Shuler. It is a wonderful Division, and I hope if
you ever pass through Omaha you will give us a buzz.

Last summer Walter had a wonderful session at your
excellent Boys Camp. He wanted to be a Junior Counselor
this summer but age caught him and he wasn't old enough.
As I recall, he had to be 15, which age he won't reach until

next spring. He has mentioned several times his desire to
serve as Junior Counselor,

I would be grateful if you would pass the word of his
interest to whoever is in charge of making up the Counselor
roster for the summer of 1963. Name: Walter Norton
Seedlock, Sophomore at Creighton Preparatory School,
Omaha, Nebraska. He has just finished a session in the
Rockies at Camp Saint Malo. He learned a lot about mountain
climbing and horses, plus winning three medals for rifle
markmanship,

With warm regard, many thanks,

Sincerely yours,
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HEADQUARTERS FIRST INFANTRY DIVISION

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT DIVISION COMMANDER

22 August 1962

Brigadier General Richard G. Stillwell
Department of Tactics, USMA
West Point, New York

Dear Dick,

I appreciate your taking the time to write me on 2 August
explaining the action you have taken concerning the possible
assignment of Major Whan to the USMA faculty.

I am sure that Major Whan could make a significant contri-
bution in either the Department of Military Art and Engineering
or in your department. He is a student of history, a top notch
administrator and a splendid writer.

I leave this fine post for a month in Washington at the
Military Assistance Institute in September. My port date for
Korea is 2 October. Should you come that way, let me know.

I will be with KMAG as Senior Advisor to the lst ROK Army at
Wonju.

All best wishes to Westy, you and the eorps for a success-
ful 1962-63.

Sincerely,

General, USA
ision Commander




19 June 1962

Brigadier General Charles G. Stevenson, NYArmyNG

Tne Adjutant General & Viece Chief of Staff to the Governor
Division of Military and Naval Affairs

112 State Street

Albany 7, N. Y.

Dear Charles:

I am most apologetic over the unwonted delay in replying to
yours of 7 June and in confirming my verbal acceptance of your
invitation.

I shall be there at the appointed hour and will stay through
the evening meal. I regret that I cannot, at this writing, be

firm on Mrs. Stilwell's plans. Having long since given me up as
a "work addict’,she is tentatively scheduled to take a short
vacation with the youngest of the brood. I should know definitely
her availability by 2 July and will call your staff at that time.

With warm thanks for your kind invitation, I am

Sincerely,

RICHARD G. STILWELL
Brigadier General, USA
Commandant of Cadets
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STATE OF NEW YORK

ExecuTIVE DEPARTMENT
DivisION OF MILITARY AND NAVAL AFFAIRS
112 STATE ST.,ALBANY 7, N. Y.

NELSON A.ROCKEFELLER MAJOR GENERAL A.C.O'HARA

GOVERNOR CHIEF OF STAFFATO THE GOVERNOR
ND
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF COMMANDING GENERAL, N.Y. ARMY NATIONAL GUARD

7 June 1962

Brig Gen Richard G. Stilwell
Commandant of Cadets

U. S. Military Academy

West Pointy N. Y.

Dear General Stilwell:

Confirming our conversation of Tuesday in your office, General O'Hara
asked me to invite you and Mrs. Stilwell to visit the Empire State Military
Academy and our Noncommissioned Officers School at Camp Smith on 12 July
1962, This invitation includes your aide-de-camp and his wife.

At the same time, we would like to invite you to be the reviewing
officer and present the Eisenhower Trophy to Headquarters and Headquarters
Detachment, 106th Ordnance Battalion, New York Army National Guard., This
trophy is awarded each year to the outstanding company or detachment sized
unit in the New York Army National Guard. It was won by the above named
unit for the calendar year 1961. Attached is copy of the n ws release is-
sued previously in regard to this award.

The presentation would take place at evening parade and a review of the
cadets of the Empire State Miliktary Academy and of the students in the Non-
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